DID    DEMOCRACY    FAIL   IN    SPAIN?

Non-intervention, which became, in fact, a unilateral interven-
tion in favour of the rebels and against the Republic.

As soon as the war was over, Germany and Italy entered into a
friendly dispute as to which of them had given most help to
Franco. This has been a most edifying spectacle, holding for us a
strange irony. All the reports which we presented to the Foreign
Office and the Quai d'Orsay over a period of two and a half years,
and which were invariably considered as fantastic exaggerations,
have since been brazenly confirmed by Berlin and Rome. While
Hitler boasts of his foresight in placing a powerful air force at the
disposal of Franco in the first day of the war, Mussolini allows
no one to estimate the army which he sent to Spain at less than
a hundred thousand men. The records of the glorious activities
of the London Committee, which that body leaves to posterity,
will not be complete if they fail to include these official declara-
tions of the two dictators responsible for Franco's victory.

No, it was not Spanish democracy that failed. It was the other
democracies who failed to save democratic Spain, as they will one
day learn to their cost.

The tragedy lies not only in the loss of a million lives in Spain,
and the destruction of an old civilization which had many
beauties and irreplaceable values. The damage done to Spain
cannot be repaired, for the dead will not come back to life and
the old values cannot be restored; but Spain will shake off the
Fascist yoke sooner than many people believe. The damage
done to Europe and the whole world will be plain to the
democracies when they find out who Franco is and what he
represents.
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